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MOTHER-CHURCH   OF   YORKSHIRE
Greatest of English monastic houses was Fountains Abbey, York-
shire (1132), the mother church of the Cistercian Order in England,
whose vast ruins and great tower still dominate the valley. The church
must have been some 280 ft. long. The extensive and relatively com-
plete remains give an excellent picture of what a great monastic
foundation was like.
Amongst other great medieval churches are Glastonbury Abbey,
supposedly the oldest English centre of Christianity; Exeter Cathedral,
finest specimen of the Decorated style, rich in tracery and carving;
Ely Cathedral, with remarkably delicate late Norman work, octagonal
lantern and lady chapel; Carlisle, Augustinian Abbey with magnificent
east end; Gloucester Cathedral, with early Perpendicular fan vaulting
and immense windows; Oxford, actually the chapel of Christchurch
College but now the Cathedral, with Norman triforium gallery;
Peterborough Cathedral, second only to Durham as a Norman interior,
with the oldest timber nave roof; St. Albans Cathedral, with the longest
Norman nave in England, 284 ft.; and Worcester Cathedral, with
the only circular chapter house in England and the chantries of King
John and Prince Arthur.
LONDON'S  OWN   CATHEDRAL
First and greatest of cathedrals in recent centuries is the mainly
17th-century St. Paul's (1675-1710). Its free Renaissance style and ample
dimensions give it a character all its own; many consider it the most
beautiful church in the world, though in size it is but a quarter of
St. Peter's, Rome (59,700 sq. ft. as against 227,000 sq. ft,). The exterior
length is 515 ft., the internal 479 ft. The width across the transepts
is 250 ft., and of the West Front 180 ft.
The great dome, 102 ft. across, begins 218 ft. above the paving, and
carries the total height up to 365 ft. to the top of the cross. The weight
of the dome is 67,270 tons. It rests upon twelve supports; 100 ft. up
is the Whispering Gallery, Decorations include Sir James ThornhilTs
murals and Sir W. B. Richmond's mosaics Much of the carving
is by Grinling Gibbons. Old St. Paul's was 586 ft. long, the longest
Christian church in the world, and its spire had a height of 489 ft.,
the tallest in Christendom.
Cathedral building has continued in more recent years. The
foundation-stone of Truro Cathedral, in Early English style, was
kid in 1880, the architect being J. Loughborough Pearson. The
Roman Catholic Westminster Cathedral of John F, Bcntley was begun
in 1895 in a modern Byzantine style.
Liverpool Cathedral (Anglican), remarkable for breadth of treatment
and the influence of the Spanish school upon the architect, Sir Giles
Gilbert Scott, was started in 1903. The Roman Catholic Cathedral in
Liverpool, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, is also still in the making;
and Guildford Cathedral (Anglican) is in its beginning.